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Introduction 


  


Here is a little report of some of the conclusions that our fellowship has come to in our 
search for truth. Here in I’ve tried to piece together some of the valuable  information 
some of us have dug up in our correspondence with each other, and with others that 
have asked questions regarding what we believe and teach.. 


First off, I think that everyone among us would agree that salvation is impossible with 
out faith. Our concern however, is that in most plain circles their understanding faith 
has been heavily influenced by the evangelical or protestant view. Sooner or later we 
can’t expect the fruits to be much different. 


Brother David Keeling started to see the bad fruits that result from the popular widely 
accepted view of salvation in evangelical Christianity.  This view is sometimes referred 
to as the “Romans Road” leading the unbeliever through a series of scriptures in 
Romans provoking them the admit theyre sin and fix it all up with a  “Sinners Prayer”. 
The result of this is an initial experience where the person is believed to  get “Saved “ 
or “ Born Again”. This initial "prayer of faith" message can be found anywhere from 
popular gospel tracts or literature, to the back cover of a Gideon’s bible.  There may be 
some variations in how it's presented, but the basic tenets are accepted by nearly 
every group ranging from Conservative Plains Anabaptist groups to the most liberal 
evangelical protestants.    


This report is for those like my self who have been confused by this message, it is for 
those who  have seen the bad fruits result from this teaching, for those who have 
experienced doubt and confusion, who have struggled with it's inconsistencies and are 
searching for answers.


A light in all of this to me has been Brother David Keeling, a farming man who shares a 
little down to earth common sense in regard to the foolishness of the Modern Slavation 
message. He gives a little analogy like: when you plant a field of corn and the seed 
doesn’t come up or comes up and doesn’t look anything like corn. What do you do? 
Would you get more the same seed and just plant more of it? Would you put more 
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fertilizer on it? No. You’d check to see if the seeds bad. But yet that’s what most people 
are doing. They know they’re not getting the results they should out of the message 
they’re preaching, so they preach it  more often, print more tracts and literature with the 
same message ,add some music to it (maybe a rock band), turn the volume up a little 
louder. But wait a minute, hasn’t anyone had the sense enough to stop and check the 
seed and find out if it’s bad seed and maybe check out where it came from.  


 That’s what we attempt to do in this report, we will try to take a look at where the 
modern salvation message originated, where it has infiltrated, look at its fruits and see 
where it's leading to. Throughout this essay we will mention the Anabaptists. If you are 
unaware of Anabaptism, they were a Kingdom Christian movement that spawned from 
the reformation of 1600's. This essay reffers to primitive Anabaptists, as well as 
modern, so a knowledge of some Anabaptist history is definitely useful to get-a-hold of 
what we are trying to communicate. You might give this a listen first if you are intrested :
The Anabaptsits.mp3


-Brian Gray 


 


Chapter 1→
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1.


What Martin Luther taught about salvation


 


First, let’s take a look at where evangelical Protestantism got its start. Here is the 
testimony of the father of Protestantism himself Martin Luther and what his salvation 
experience and message was. Luther wrote: 


“No matter how irreproachably I lived as a monk I felt myself to 
be a sinner in the presence of God. My conscience bothered 
me very much. I could not believe that I pleased God with the 
things I was doing to gain his favor. I did not love God and his 
justice. In fact I hated him -if not in open blasphemy, at least 
with huge murmurings in my heart. 


I was indignant with Him, thinking that on top of condemning 
us as miserable sinners to eternal destruction though original 
sin and oppressing us with all kinds of calamities through the 
law and the ten commandments He had added sorrow upon 
sorrow by giving us the gospel impossible to obey through 
which his wrath would finally fall on us. 


In this way I struggled fiercely and desperately with my 
conscience, While I continued to knock away at the epistles of 
Paul, consumed with a burning desire to know what he 
meant... 
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Then at last I began to understand the justice of God. I began 
to see that a just man lives by the gift of God, that is by faith. I 
began to understand that the justice of God revealed in the 
gospels is to be taken in a passive way, and that God justifies 
men not by works but by faith as it is written: ¨The Just shall 
live by faith¨. When I comprehended this I felt myself to have 
been born again and to have entered through the open gates 
into paradise itself.¨  {from Martin Luther’s complete works , 
which he prepared for publication  in 1545}


The next quote is from an early Anabaptist named Michael Schneider written while he 
was imprisoned in a castle in Passau Bavaria reflecting their salvation message...


¨ Listen to me all people of the earth. Listen to me young and 
old , great and small. If you want to be saved you need to 
leave sin, follow Christ the Lord and live according to his will. 
Christ Jesus came to earth to teach men the right way to go, to 
teach them to turn from sin and follow him. He said I am the 
way the truth and the life , no one comes to the father except 
through me.¨


 He who longs for communion with Christ  and wants to take 
part in his kingdom, need to do what Christ did while he was 
on this earth. He who wants to reign with Christ must first be 
willing to suffer for his name. The man who dies with Christ in 
this life will enter in with him to his fathers kingdom, in eternal 
joy. But the man who does not follow Christ is not redeemed  
by the blood of Christ and his sins will never be forgiven.  
Those whose sins have been forgiven should live no longer in 
sin. This is what Jesus Christ our Lord teaches us. Those who 
fall back into is break their covenant with God. Even greater 
pain and suffering will be theirs - and their loss will be forever.


 Not all who say ¨Lord , Lord ,¨  will enter into the kingdom. 
Only those who keep his covenant will be accepted by him. He 
who confesses Christ before the world and stands for the truth 
till the end will be saved.    Help us to that our Lord that we 
may stay with Christ  -that we may always walk according   to 
his teachings , that we may commit no more sins and that we 
may be an honor to his name , now and forever... into eternity. 
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Amen¨   {from Ausbund 82}


Now, I want to stop there for a minute and ask a very relevant question. What would 
the response be if a man were to share a testimony similar to Luther’s in an Anabaptist 
audiance?  Would everyone bite their lip and agree that "this guys a Lutheran"; or 
would they exclaim ¨Boy that guy really has faith!¨  The truth is, such a testimony would 
be warmly welcomed among an Anabaptist audience; why? Because many, if not most 
of them would share a similar testimony.  


On the other side of the fence we might ask, what if someone were to share a message 
similar to Michel Schneiders in the same Anabaptist setting? Would it be warmly 
welcomed, or would the speaker be accused of promoting an unsound eschatology? 
Just last September this was exactly the scenario in an Ohio based Anabaptist church. 
“We don’t worship our will we die to it!” retorted a man in his sermon. Trying to correct 
the message I shared he hammered  on salvation by faith alone, and ridiculed the idea 
of fighting for The Faith, or being a martyr. He branded such a person as a “heaven 
stormer” and accused them of “working their way into heaven”. Makes you wonder, 
where's that leave Michel Schneider locked up in Bavaria for preaching against 
Lutheranism?


It seem the eschatology of the modern Anabaptism has recanted, causing men like 
Michel Schneider to be a threat to his progency rather than a consolation. Sadly, the 
gospel of modern Anabaptim lines-up more with Lutheranism than Anabaptism.  We 
don’t want to stop at this point and draw our final conclusion. But rather, we want to 
take an objective look at the early Anabaptists message of salvation and that of 
Luther’s. Again, we will go back to Mr. Luther: 


¨I could not believe that I pleased God with the things I was 
doing to gain his favour...


  


… I was indignant with Him, thinking that on top of 
condemning us as miserable sinners to eternal destruction 
though original sin and oppressing us with all kinds of 
calamities through the law and the ten commandments He had 
added sorrow upon sorrow by giving us the gospel which is 
impossible to obey, and through which His wrath would 
finally fall on us


.  
 


….While I continued to knock away at the epistles of Paul... 
Then at last I began to understand the justice of God. I began 
to see that a just man lives by the gift of God, that is by faith. I 
began to understand that the justice of God revealed in the 
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gospels is to be taken in a passive way, and that God justifies 
men not by works but by faith as it is written: ¨The Just shall 
live by faith¨.


 
 


When I comprehended this I felt my self to have been born 
again and to have entered through the open gates into 
paradise itself.¨ 


 
We notice here two things that are worthy to point out. 1)Notice that Luther’s 
understanding of Original Sin brought him to the conclusion that the gospel is 
impossible to obey, and that God is impossible to be pleased. 2)We also notice that 
Luther arrived at his understanding of the Gospel through the Epistle of Paul, instead of 
understanding Paul’s epistles through the foundation of Christ’s teachings. This same 
approach has been adopted by the modern church which is why new converts are lead 
through nine verses in Romans and two in the Gosples. 


  
Perhaps the most powerful of Luther’s teachings was that of “faith.” Basically Luther 
thought that man is incapable of doing anything to please God, nothing we do will ever 
be good enough in Gods eyes – Luther drew this conclusion from his Catholic 
indoctrination, an indoctrination which inevitably was influenced by Augusitns Original 
Sin doctrine. This doctrine was the soruce of Luthers frusteration, blasphemey and 
murmuring. However, he found resolve when he finally got a hold of the true meaning 
of “faith”.


According to Luther, "faith alone" was all a man needed to be saved. According to his 
definition "faith" cannot not include obedience to God. He taught that obediance was 
working for your salvation, and such an activity militates against Christ. This concept is 
a double shot of "turning the grace of God into lasciviouness", because anyone with a 
desires to obey God is immediatly stimied and dubbed as a heaven stormer, while 
those who want to sit in the middle and play games with God get a big foul area to play 
in. The oppsoing side of this double edged sword is that belief and obediance become 
two seperate principals. 


Luthers breakthrough definition of “faith” which is synonymous with "cop-out" or "loop-
hole" eased his murmuring, blasphemous consience giving him the feeling of being 
“born again”. Some years later Luther would pen a letter to a fellow pastor admonishing 
him to “sin boldly!” "because we are preachers of grace".  


 


 


Chapter 2→
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Why Luther hated the Anabaptists


 


Luther must have had good reason to put men like Michel Schneider and others like 
him away in dark dungeones, where no one would ever hear from them again. But 
what was it exactly that Luther hated so much about the Anabaptists? Here's what a 
few of their enemies had to say about them:


“If you investigate their life and conduct it seems at first 
contact irreproachable, pious, unassuming, attractive yes 
above this world. Even those who are inclined to be critical will 
say their lives are excellent.” Zwingli, a Protestant reformer in 
Switzerland


 


“I frankly confess that in most Anabaptists there is piety and consecration indeed a zeal 


that is beyond suspension of any insincerity. For what earthly advantage could they 


hope to win by enduring exile torture and unspeakable cruelties. I testify before God that 


I cannot say that on account on a lack of wisdom they are somewhat indifferent to 


earthly things but rather from divine motives” Capito the reformer in Strausborg


The irony is, that Luther concluded that such a a life was impossible to live. In a letter 
to a fellow preacher he wrote:


"If you are a preacher of Grace, then preach a true, not a 
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fictitious grace; if grace is true, you must bear a true and not a 
fictitious sin. God does not save people who are only fictitious 
sinners. Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in 
Christ even more boldly. For he is victorious over sin, death, 
and the world. As long as we are here we have to sin. This life 
in not the dwelling place of righteousness but, as Peter says, 
we look for a new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. . . .


No sin can separate us from Him, even if we were to kill or 
commit adultery thousands of times each day. Do you think 
such an exalted Lamb paid merely a small price with a meager 
sacrifice for our sins? Pray hard for you are quite a sinner."  
(Weimar ed. vol. 2, p. 371; Letters I, "Luther's Works," 
American Ed., Vol 48. p. 281- 282) 


While Luther concluded that a righteous life was impossible to live - except in an 
imaginary justified state where you are declared righteous even though you dont live 
that way - the Anabaptists were actually living out what they preached. 


Going back to Michel Schneiders message:


¨If you want to be saved you need to leave sin , follow Christ 
the Lord and live according to his will. Christ Jesus came to 
earth to teach men the right way to go, to teach them to turn 
from sin and follow him.


He who longs for communion with Christ and wants to take 
part in his kingdom, needs to do what Christ did while he was 
on this earth. He who wants to reign with Christ must first be 
willing to suffer for his name. The man who dies with Christ in 
this life will enter in with him to his father's kingdom in eternal 
joy. But the man who does not follow Christ is not redeemed 
by the blood of Christ and his sins will never be forgiven.¨


 


In Michels sermon he steadily asserts that man is capable of pleasing God, by leaving 
sin, following Christ and living according to His will. The point of contention between 
the Anabaptists and Luther was right at this point. According to Luther, Original Sin 
prevented man from being able to do the will of God, and even if he could, it would 
ammount to a filthy rag. Here is an excerpt from the the second article in Lutheranism's 
Augsburg Confession in which Luther rambles on about the supposed Original Sin 
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problem.


¨It is also taught among us that since the fall of Adam all men 
who are born according to the course of nature are conceived 
and born in sin. That is, all men are full of evil lust and 
inclinations from their mothers’ wombs and are unable by 
nature to have true fear of God and true faith in God. 
Moreover, this inborn sickness and hereditary sin is truly sin 
and condemns to the eternal wrath of God all those who are 
not born again through Baptism and the Holy Spirit. Rejected 
in this connection are the Pelagians and others who deny 
that original sin is sin, for they hold that natural man is made 
righteous by his own powers, thus disparaging the sufferings 
and merit of Christ.¨ 


 


"That seditious articles of doctrine should be punished by the 
sword needed no further proof. For the rest, the Anabaptists 
hold tenets relating to infant baptism, original sin, and 
inspiration, which have no connection with the Word of God, 
and are indeed opposed to it. ... Secular authorities are also 
bound to restrain and punish avowedly false doctrine ... For 
think what disaster would ensue if children were not 
baptized? ... Besides this the Anabaptists separate themselves 
from the churches ... and they set up a ministry and 
congregation of their own, which is also contrary to the 
command of God. From all this it becomes clear that the 
secular authorities are bound ... to inflict corporal punishment 
on the offenders ... Also when it is a case of only upholding 
some spiritual tenet, such as infant baptism, original sin, and 
unnecessary separation, then ... we conclude that ... the 
stubborn sectarians must be put to death." Source: Dave 
Armstrong.  "Pamphlet of 1536" in Martin Luther and The 
Protestant Inquisition  (Janssen, X, 222-223; pamphlet of 1536)


 


It was as if Luther was saying "We have to maintain the doctrine of Original Sin and if 
anyone wants to disgree then theyre gonna get the burning stake treatment!"


Michel Schneider and the Anabaptists did disagree, and not only in "doctrine" but in 
their very lives. According to Luther, the righteous life of the Anabaptist was suppose to 
be an impossibility, yet somehow they were doing what Luther couldnt do himself. This 
must have been a royal slap in the face. 
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The Anabaptists revealed that Luther's pet doctrines - Original Sin and Faith Alone, 
were nothing more than a cloak for a half hearted Christianty. Luthers hatred of the 
Anabaptists stemmed from their rejection of the doctrines which he concluded were 
absolutely neccesary for Christianity to maintain. And for Luther they were neccesary, 
becasue without them his mask surely would have fallen off revealing him for who he 
was - a murderer. Why would you ever want to follow such a mans idealology?
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Can Man Please God?


 


In comparison with Protestantism, the Anabaptists had a different take on mans 
responsibility to God. As we mentioned before, Michel Schneider believed man was 
capable of doing Gods will, and this desire to please God was the very grounds for 
salvation. We might paraphrase Michel by saying - "If you dont please God you dont 
get saved". On the other hand, Luther understood God as being harsh, and 
unsatisfiable. Anything man did in obediance would ammount to filth in the eyes of 
God. The Anabaptists didnt see things that way. Michel states: 


"Christ Jesus came to earth to teach men the right way to go, 
to teach them to turn from sin and follow him..."


 


According to Michel the purpose of Jesus coming to Earth was to show man how to 
follow His example, never once does he suggest man is incapable of living such a life 
but rather he assserts that living such a life is the very basis of salvation:


But the man who does not follow Christ is not redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, and his sins will never be forgiven.¨


 


According to the Anabaptist view, man is capable of pleasing God, and God expects 
such a desire from His followers, and the ability, or willingness to do it wasn't the result 
of some magical faith experience the way that Luther postulated. But rather, mans 
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desire to do the will of God was the substance of faith. 


Quote from secret of the strength about faith - I cant find it now. It said something like 
"faith is obediance".


"The Early Anabaptists teachings of Salvation" from the "Secret of the Strength"


“The words of Christ in the Gospels, especially in the Sermon on the Mount, were for 


the Anabaptists the seligmachende Lehre (teachings of salvation) to which the Old 


Testament was an introduction, and to which the New Testament epistles gave 


testimony. The Anabaptists did not lightly regard any of the Scriptures (they used and 


quoted the apocryphal books freely), but the Gospels were for them the doorway to 


them all. Every understanding of the Scriptures was a mistaken understanding, they 


believed, if it did not match the example of Christ and his teaching in the Gospels. In the 


Gospels the Anabaptists found the teachings of Christ, to which the following passages 


are the open door:


As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee he saw two 
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They 
were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of 
men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. Going from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John. They were in a boat with their father 
Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and 
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him 
(Matthew 4:18-22). Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let 
me go and bury my father.” But Jesus told him, “Follow me 
and let the dead bury their own dead” (Matthew 8:21-22).  As 
Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting at the tax collector's booth. “Follow me,” he told him, 
and Matthew got up and followed him (Matthew 9:9).


Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after 
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25). Large 
crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and 
mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, 
even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who 
does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke 14:25-27). “In the same way, any of you who 
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does not give up everything he has cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke 14:33)
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Did Luther Finally Beat the Anabaptists?


 


The Anabaptists of old made a clear distinction between they’re message and Luther’s. 
Michel Schneiders impriosnment bears witness to this, there was a difference. But what 
about the Anabaptists of the modern era? Do they still adhere to Schneiders simple 
message. Or have they succumbed to Luther’s faith alone theology? Looking into it, we 
have already made some startling discoveries.


In it's inception the Anabaptists resisted the enemy by publishing tracts, writing articles 
and preaching against Luther's doctrines, and for a time they resisted. However, time 
got the best of them - most of them to a burning stake. But eventually, the remaning 
Anabaptists found their way to North America, only to fall asleep to the Lullaby of the 
American dream, and by the time the 1800s rolled around the Anabaptists had 
comatosed. And while men slept the enemy snuck in unanwares changing the 
message of Gods grace into...


 


  


Original sin in mainstream Protestantism 


In order to understand just where things broke down we need to take a more indepth 
look at the great slumbering of the eighteen hundreds. If we trace the teachings of this 
movement back to their origins we find Wesley as the source; yet even Wesley’s 
inspiration came out of a bucket drawn by the Moravians. However, the spring which 
the Moravians drew from to water a thirsty Wesley, was poisoned by Original Sin 
microbes, and Faith Alone bacteria. Of course Wesley contracted this, and eventually it 
found it's way to the Mennonites. For those concerned, we will track this whole thing 
back to the vector.
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The notion of original sin as interpreted by Augustine of Hippo was affirmed by the 
Protestant Reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin. Both Luther and Calvin agreed 
that humans inherit Adamic guilt and are in a state of sin from the moment of 
conception. This inherently sinful nature (the basis for the Calvinistic doctrine of "total 
depravity") results in a complete alienation from God and the total inability of humans to 
achieve reconciliation with God based on their own abilities. Not only do individuals 
inherit a sinful nature due to Adam's fall, but since he was the federal head and 
representative of the human race, all whom he represented inherit the guilt of his sin by 
imputation. John Calvin defined original sin in his Institutes of the Christian Religion as 
follows: 


 
¨ Original sin, therefore, seems to be a hereditary depravity 
and corruption of our nature, diffused into all parts of the soul, 
which first makes us liable to God's wrath, then also brings 
forth in us those works which Scripture calls "works of the 
flesh" (Gal 5:19). And that is properly what Paul often calls sin. 
The works that come forth from it--such as adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, hatreds, murders, carousings--he 
accordingly calls "fruits of sin" (Gal 5:19-21), although they are 
also commonly called "sins" in Scripture, and even by Paul 
himself¨


 
As stated before  John Wesley was influenced by Luther’s teachings of total depravity. 
The Methodist Church, founded by John Wesley, upholds Article VII in the Articles of 
Religion in the Book of Discipline of the Methodist Church it reads:  


¨Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the 
Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the corruption of the nature 
of every man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring of 
Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original 
righteousness, and of his own nature inclined to evil, and that 
continually¨   


  
Why did the Methodist uphold these doctrines? Maybe because eventually John 
Wesley came to assurance of salvation through Luther’s influence. His own testimony 
reads: 


Wednesday, May 3, 1738. My brother had a long and 
particular conversation with Peter Boehler. And it now pleased 
God to open his eyes; so that he also saw clearly, what was 
the nature of that one true living faith, whereby alone ‘through 
grace’ we are saved. Wednesday, May 24. In the evening I 
went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where 
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one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the 
Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing 
the change that God works in the heart through faith in Christ, 
I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me, 
that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death. Friday, May 26. My soul 
continued in peace, but yet in heaviness, because of manifold 
temptations. I asked Mr. Telchig, the Moravian, what to do. He 
said: ‘You must not fight with them as you did before, but flee 
from them the moment they appear, and take shelter in the 
wounds of Jesus’.¨


Sounds Like Wesley got a Luther salvation experience too. Notice how similar 
Wesley’s experience is to Luther’s.  Where do the Anabaptists come into play in all of 
this? I think you’ll find it interesting to know. If you take note you will notice that Wesley 
was visiting a group on Aldersgate Street, who was this group? They were Moravians!! 
Notice the name Peter Boehler and Mr. Telchig, the Moravian. These guys came 
straight out of this revival. Let’s take a closer look at the Moravian's behind this thing.


As a side note: It would be good to take a look at what the first Moravian's believed 
before this revival. I wonder if they were originally on tract with what Bohemian 
Reformer, John Hus was teaching in the 1400s. It might be worth looking into. 
Nevertheless we’ll see here how  a young German nobleman, Count Zinzendorf led the 
Moravian's into ¨A Modern Pentecost¨… 
 
Following are some quotes copied from a book called ¨Power from on high¨ written in 
1927 by Rev. John Greenfield a Moravian evangelist celebrating the 200th anniversary 
of ¨The Great Moravian Revival¨. If anyone wants to read an abbreviated version you 
can find it on Charity Gospel Tape Ministries’ web site. It’s titled: Power from on High. 
A Modern Pentecost The Moravian's and Count Zinzendorf by John Greenfield. 


“The Moravian brethren had sprung from the labors and 
martyrdom of the Bohemian Reformer, John Hus. They had 
experienced centuries of persecution. Many had been killed, 
imprisoned, tortured or banished from their homeland. This 
group had fled for refuge to Germany where the young 
Christian nobleman, Count Zinzendorf, offered them asylum 
on his estates in Saxony. They named their new home 
Herrnhut, “the Lord’s Watch”. From there, after their baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, they became evangelists and missionaries.”


Sounds like they might have had some real faith before  meeting Zinzendorf… 


“The disgruntled community at Herrnhut early in 1727 was 
deeply divided and critical of one another. Heated 
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controversies threatened to disrupt the community. The 
majority were from the ancient Moravian Church of the 
Brethren. Other believers attracted to Herrnhut included 
Lutherans, Reformed, and Baptists. They argued about 
predestination, holiness, and baptism.” “The young German 
nobleman, Count Zinzendorf, pleaded for unity, love and 
repentance.”


 Notice who else was in fellowship with Zinzendorf and what his solution for unity was. 


“It was a condition and not a theory which confronted the 
young noble man in1727 at Herrnhut. How to unite in faith and 
love the pious but disputations followers of Huss, Luther, 
Calvin , Zwingly, Schwenkfeld,etc.,etc., seemed a hopeless 
problem apart from divine intervention…”


“At Herrnhut, Zinzendorf visited all the adult members of the 
deeply divided community. He drew up a covenant calling 
upon them “to seek out and emphasize the points in which 
they agreed” rather than stressing their differences. On May 
12, 1727, they all signed an agreement…”


  Sounds like the beginning of modern ecumenicalism to me… 


 “ On May 12, 1727…A spirit of grace, unity and supplications 
grew among them. On July 16 the Count poured out his soul in 
a prayer accompanied with a flood of tears. This prayer 
produced an extraordinary effect. The whole community began 
praying as never before.


On the 22nd of July many of the community covenanted 
together, on their own accord, to meet often to pour out their 
hearts in prayer and hymns. 


On Sunday, August 10, Pastor Rothe, while leading the 
service at Herrnhut, was overwhelmed by the power of the 
Lord about noon. He sank down into the dust before God. So 
did the whole congregation (in ecstasy of feeling)*. They 
continued till midnight in prayer and singing, weeping and 
praying. On Wednesday, August 13, 1727, the Holy Spirit was 
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poured out on them all*…” 


*this statement in parenthesis found in the original book was omitted by 
Charity’s publication in  the remnant..


“Their first great experience that gave the Moravians such 
spiritual power was a personal experience of salvation. The 
second great experience that gave them such spiritual power 
and leadership was the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Zinzendorf 
who gives us the deepest and most vivid account of this 
wonderful occurrence says it was ¨A sense of the nearness of 
Christ bestowed in a single moment...¨  This spiritual 
experience  deserves to rank in depth of knowledge and 
extent of influence  with the historic conversions of St 
Augustine, Martin Luther and John Bunyan.


What were they preaching??? 


“Moravian sermons were just as full of Christ and his 
atonement as Moravian hymns.  In one of Count Zinzendorfs 
letters we find the following declaration: ¨Our method in 
proclaiming salvation is this:  To point to every heart the 
Loving lamb who died for us..   ..by the preaching of his 
blood..  ..Never either in the course of the argument , to 
digress even for a quarter of an  hour  from the loving lamb ; to 
name no other virtue except in him, and from him and on his 
account; to preach no commandment except faith in him; 
no other justification  but that he atoned for us…”


Full of Christ? Full of a Christ without commandments I´am afraid, sounds like they 
wanted Christ to just be quiet. Here’s how this affected Wesley…


“In 1736 John and Charles Wesley sailed to America as 
Anglican missionaries. A company of Moravian immigrants 
was also on the vessel. During a terrible storm they all faced 
the danger of shipwreck. John Wesley wrote in his journal: “At 
seven I went to the Germans. I had long before observed the 
great seriousness of their behavior. Of their humility they had 
given a continual proof by performing those servile offices for 
the other passengers which none of the English would 
undertake; for which they desired and would receive no pay, 
saying, ‘It was good for their proud hearts,’ and ‘heir loving 
Savior had done more for them.’ And every day had given 
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them occasion of showing a meekness, which no injury could 
move. If they were pushed, struck or thrown down, they rose 
again and went away; but no complaint was found in their 
mouth. Here was now an opportunity of trying whether they 
were delivered from the spirit of fear, as well as from that of 
pride, anger and revenge. 


In the midst of the Psalm wherewith their service began, the 
sea broke over, split the mainsail in pieces, covered the ship 
and poured in between the decks, as if the great deep had 
already swallowed us up. A terrible screaming began among 
the English. The Germans calmly sung on. I asked one of 
them afterwards: ‘Were you not afraid?’ He answered, ‘I thank 
God, no.’ I asked: ‘But were not your women and children 
afraid?’ He replied mildly: ‘No, our women and children are not 
afraid to die’”. 


In Georgia, John Wesley sought spiritual counsel from the 
Moravian Bishop, A. G. Spangenberg. Back in England in 
1738 the Wesley brothers became intimately acquainted 
with the Moravian's, especially Peter Boehler who later 
became a leading Moravian bishop. On March 4, 1738, 
Wesley wrote in his diary: “I found my brother at Oxford 
recovering from his pleurisy; and with him Peter Boehler: by 
whom (in the hand of the great God) I was, on Sunday, the 
5th, clearly convicted of unbelief; of the want of that faith 
whereby alone we are saved. Immediately it struck into my 
mind, ‘Leave off preaching. How can you preach to others who 
have not faith yourself?’ I asked Boehler whether he thought I 
should leave it off, or not. He answered, ‘By no means.’ I 
asked: ‘But what can I preach? He said: ‘Preach faith till you 
have faith.’ Accordingly, Monday, the 6th, I began preaching 
this new doctrine, though my soul started back from the work. 
The first person to whom I offered salvation by faith alone, was 
a prisoner under sentence of death.”


 


The Methodists and Moravian's often met together then 
for Bible study and prayer. George Whitefield’s biographer 
wrote: Whitefield began the New Year (1739) as gloriously as 
he ended that which had just expired. He received 
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communion, preached twice, expounded twice, attended a 
Moravian love feast in Fetter Lane, where he spent the whole 
night in prayer to God, psalms and thanksgivings; and then 
pronounced “this to be the happiest New Year’s Day he had 
ever seen.” This love feast at Fetter Lane was a memorable 
one. Besides about sixty Moravian's, there were present not 
fewer than seven of the Oxford Methodists, namely John and 
Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, Wesley Hall, Benjamin 
Ingham, Charles Kinchin and Richards Hitchins, all of 
them ordained clergymen of the Church of England. 
Wesley writes: “About three in the morning, as we were 
continuing instant in prayer, the power of God came mightily 
upon us, insomuch that many cried for exceeding joy, and 
many fell to the ground. As soon as we were recovered a little 
from that awe and amazement at the presence of His Majesty, 
we broke out with one voice ‘We praise Thee, O God; we 
acknowledge Thee to be the Lord!’” 


Wesley’s estimate of the Moravian revival which resulted in his 
own conversion was prophetic. When Peter Boehler, nine 
years his junior, left England for America after several months, 
Wesley recorded in his journal: Peter Boehler left London to 
embark for Carolina. Oh what a work hath God begun since 
his coming into England! Such an one as shall never come to 
an end, till Heaven and earth pass away! Peter Boehler wrote 
to Count Zinzendorf, saying: “The English people made a 
wonderful to do about me; and though I could not speak 
much English they were always wanting me to tell them 
about the Savior, His blood and wounds, and the 
forgiveness of sins”. 


Didn't anyone want to hear about Christ’s teachings?? 


“A number of years after his conversion Wesley wrote another 
great hymn on the atonement ¨Arise my soul arise¨!  Its 
theology and its language bear witness to the power of that 
great experience of salvation into which under God Boehler 
led him. The third and fourth stanzas are distinctly Moravian in 
their teaching and phraseology.”


  So there you have it, this is how the Moravian's and Wesley fit into the whole picture. 
Now we will examine how the Anabaptists of North America contracted the disease. 
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How the Mennonites came to accept the Protestants revival


 


After settling down into the American dream, the Anabaptists began looking for 
something to wake them up from the dead spiritual state they had fallen into through 
acquiring large land holdings, and amassing wealth. Here´s what Stephen Scott has to 
say in his investigation of Mennonite history…


¨


At first the Mennonites resisted the stirrings of the religious 
world around them. Then the Methodist-inspired revival 
movement swept through the Pennsylvania German 
population in the late 1700s attracting many Mennonites.  By 
the mid 1800s, scattered upsurges of revivalism and 
progressivism had created significant movements, many of 
which became alienated from the main body of Mennonites.  
By the last third of the 19th century , most Mennonites were 
ready for change. They were no longer content with the time 
honoured ways of their ancestors.. Two men were responsible 
for leading the Mennonite Church into the modern world.


 In 1858 a twenty three year old lad of Mennonite background 
far from his Bucks County , Pennsylvania , home responded 
to an invitation given at a Presbyterian revival meeting in 
Chicago. The youth was John Fretz Funk  and this simple 
event began a course of inalterable change in the Mennonite 
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church. Funks conversion led him into the exciting world of 
American revivalism, and he would ultimately  be 
instrumental in leading  most of the Mennonite church into this 
new realm.


    While John Funk was enamoured by the vitality of 
Evangelicalism, he did not wish to abandon his own ancestral 
faith. In 1859, Funk returned briefly to Pennsylvania where he 
was baptised into the Mennonite church. Funk deeply 
appreciated the Mennonite church but felt that much could be 
gained by the aggressive methods of evangelical 
Protestantism. ….


….Although Funk used much material written by Mennonites, 
he also published a large percentage of writings from 
evangelical protestants. Funks publications succeeded in 
planting popular American Protestant ideas throughout 
the Mennonite church.  John F Funk was ordained as a 
Mennonite minister in 1865, widening his sphere of influence….


…..He also travelled widely among  Mennonite communities 
and helped conduct the first series of ¨Protracted ¨meetings  -
as revival meetings were then called- in the Mennonite church 
at Masontown PA in 1872.  In 1879 , John F Funk invited a 
promising  young Mennonite preacher from Virginia , John S 
Coffman , to join his work….


…. Coffman conducted his first series of revival meetings in 
Michigan in 1881 and had hundreds of speaking engagements 
over he next several years…


…… The radical changes that John F Funk and John S 
Cofman helped bring about in the Mennonite Church during 
the last third of the 19th century have been viewed by some 
historians as the ¨great awakening¨. Funk and Coffman are 
looked upon as heroes of the faith who rescued the church 
from oblivion. Some recent historians not wishing to infer that 
the era before Funk and Coffman was one of spiritual 
deadness and Lethargy have more charitably referred to this 


file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Johnathan/Desktop/white_light/Brian5.html (2 of 3) [11/23/2008 9:30:31 PM]







White light


period as a time of ¨Quickening¨.. To be sure the late 1800s 
saw sweeping changes in the Mennonite church , forever 
transforming its emphasis and image….¨¨Source ¨An 
introduction to Old Order and conservative Mennonite Groups¨ 
by Stephen Scott.  Peoples place books ·12..


*More quotations frm different authors relating to thi subject are needed to be objective


History Repeats Itself


Coming out of dead Catholicism and looking for something else, Luther thought he was 
promoting a true revival, by going back to what  the primitive churches had lost. 
However, he didnt realize he was just following the notion of original sin and total 
depravity as interpreted by Augustine of Hippo. This with many other of Augustine’s 
doctrines which were far removed from what the primitive Christians actually believed. 


Following suit, the Mennonites who were caught in the dead traditions of religion were 
looking for something else, hoping to return to what they had lost. However they failed 
to realize they were only being influenced by modern evangelical protestants with a lot 
of zeal and not the simple teachings of Christ like their forefathers. Maybe none of 
them ever stopped to ask if the protestant evangelical message was the same as was 
their early Anabaptist forefathers message? If it was the same, then why didn’t these 
revivals ever result in the Protestants being able to give up armed conflict , cover their 
woman , and separate themselves from the world?


If there was no real power in the evangelical revivals to produce separation from the 
world like the Primitive Christians and the Early Anabaptists had amongst themselves , 
than can we really expect any different results amongst plain people embracing the 
same ideas?  Perhaps that’s why there is such a fear amongst them of going worldly? 
Or maybe Luther finally defeated the Anabaptists? 


 


Chapter 6→
 


This website is not copyrighted. Feel free to reproduce the content en-masse.


file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Johnathan/Desktop/white_light/Brian5.html (3 of 3) [11/23/2008 9:30:31 PM]



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo

http://www.churchofmonett.com/brian6



		Local Disk

		White light








White light


The Church of Monett 
"Knowing therefore the Terror of the Lord we persuade men."


●     The Signs


●     Free! Audio Messages


●     Bulletin Board


●     Home


The Root and the Fruit of the 
Modern Salvation Message


 
 


 


6


Did anyone ever reconsider?


 


 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES 


OF SOME LATE CONVERSATIONS 


BETWEEN THE REV. MR. WESLEY AND OTHERS, 


AT A PUBLIC CONFERENCE, HELD IN LONDON, AUGUST 7, 1770, 


AND PRINTED BY W. PINE, IN BRISTOL 


 
"Take heed to your doctrine."  
"We said in 1744, 'We have leaned too much toward 
Calvinism. [protestant theology]


' Wherein?  
"1. With regard to man's faithfulness. Our Lord himself taught 
us to use the expression. And we ought never to be ashamed 
of it. We ought steadily to assert, on his authority, that if a man 
is not 'faithful in the unrighteous mammon,' God will not 'give 
him the true riches.' 


"2. With regard to working for life. This also our Lord has 
expressly commanded us. 'Labour,' Ergazesqe, literally, 'work 
for the meat that endureth to everlasting life.' And in fact every 
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believer, till he comes to glory, works for, as well as from Life. 


"3. We have received it as a maxim, that 'a man is to do 
nothing in order to justification.' Nothing can be more false. 
Whoever desires to find favour with God, should 'cease from 
evil, and learn to do well.' Whoever repents, should do 'works 
meet for repentance.'  
And if this is not in order to find favour, what does he do them 
for? 


"Review the whole affair.  
"1. Who of us is now accepted of God?  
"He that now believes in Christ, with a loving, obedient heart. 


"2. But who among those who never heard of Christ?  
"He that feareth God, and worketh righteousness according to 
the light he has.  


"3. Is this the same with 'be that is sincere?'  
"Nearly, if not quite.  


"4. Is not this 'salvation by works ?'  
"Not by the merit of works, but by works as a condition.  


5 What have we then been disputing about for these thirty 
years?  
"I am afraid, about words.  


"6. As to merit itself, of which we have been so dreadfully 
afraid:  
we are rewarded, according to our works, yea, because of our 
works. How does this differ from, for the sake of our works? 
And how differs this from secundum merita operum, 'as our 
works deserve?' Can you split this hair? I doubt, I cannot.  


"7. The grand objection to one of the preceding propositions is 
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drawn from matter of fact. God does in fact justify those who 
by their own confession, 'neither feared God nor wrought 
righteousness.' Is this an exception to the general rule? It is a 
doubt whether God makes any exception at all. But how are 
we sure that the person in question never did 'fear God and 
work righteousness?' His own saying so is not proof: for we 
know how all that are convinced of sin undervalue themselves 
in every respect.  


"8. Does not talking of a justified or sanctified state tend to 
mislead men? almost naturally leading them to trust in what 
was done in one moment? Whereas we are every hour and 
every moment pleasing or displeasing to God, according to our 
works: according to the whole of our inward tempers and our 
outward behaviour." 


Although Wesley did repostion himself, it was too late. His prior teachings had already 
done their damage, and would eventaully bore their way into the second great 
awakening until they produced a mutated doctrine called "initial evidence".


 


Chapter 7→
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 Why do the charismatic movements hold the "gifts of the holy 
spirit" and all of the experiences that go along with it as the 


central doctrine of their theology?  


 


To find the answer we need simply go back to their founder Wesley.  Notice 
Wesley's perception of faith which he describes as 1) a strange warming in the heart 2) 
that he trusted in Christ for salvation 3) an assurance that his sins were forgiven.


Wesley relates that he experienced these feelings after hearing about the change God 
(ie.. the Holy Spirit) makes in the heart by Faith. If we continue to sniff out the trail in all 
of this theology we find Luther's teaching on Justification by Faith at the end of the trail. 
In fact it was during the reading of Luther that Wesley had his experience.


When we compare Wesley's "salvation experience" with Luther's, we can understand 
why Wesley believed and taught what he did. The salvation experience that Wesley 
had at Aldersgate is similar to Luther’s own testimony, in that Wesley felt his heart 
warmed, he felt he did trust in Christ, an assurance was given that his sin were forgiven.


      In the same way Luther understood Gods justice, he saw that a just man lives by 
faith, he understood that the Gospels are to be taken passively, and understood that a 
man is justified by faith and not by works. When he comprehended this he felt himself 
to be born again. 
      


These feelings that Wesley and Luther describe were the affirmation that they were 
Born Again, and Forgiven.  And for Wesley what he described was the evidence that 
God (ie.. the holy spirit) had worked in his own heart. However unlike Luther, Wesley 
sought an additional experience which is commonly refereed to as the Sanctification or 
Spirit Baptism. Although Wesley taught sanctification, he never experienced it himself.
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Wesley's ideas about sanctification would later be transported into the Pentecostal 
doctrine of "initial evidence". Basically this doctrine is the fulfillment of Wesley's never 
experienced teaching on sanctification. This doctrine sets out to determine whether-or-
not an individual has been sanctified, and filled with the Holy Spirit.  
(Source:http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/ Charles_Parham)


How does one know he has been sanctified? Well, like Luther and Wesley felt that they 
were justified, those who are sanctified really really feel it. Here is an excerpt form "The 
Small Sects of America". This book describes the beginnings of the Charismatic 
movement at one of the Largest American revivals, the Cane River Revival: 


“In this movt. appeared certain phenomena unique among 
motor automatism's. One of these was the Holy Laugh. 
Another was the "barks", The votaries would fall upon all fours, 
form a group lope about and gather at the foot of a tree 
yelping barking and snapping like dogs. This exercise was 
called treeing the devil. 


Most extreme and notable for all of the paroxysms was the 
famous "Jerks". The seizure was experienced by large 
numbers. The victim shook and jerked at every joint, the body 
was violently bend double, the head was thrown forward and 
backward and from side to side with great rapidity. The body 
would be thrown to the ground where it bounded about on the 
ground from place to place like a ball, or the feet would be 
affected and the victim would jump around like a frog... p.93”  


      
     As a protestant in your theology (you may argue that you aren't, but if you believe in 
Justification by Faith alone then you are by merit) you really are no different than you 
Pentecostal brother. Why? Because he is believing in the same feeling oriented 
salvation theology that you believe in. 


In short - the doctrine of initial evidence is the inevitable mutation of Luther's teaching 
on justification by faith. There are serious errors not only with the Pentecostal movts. 
salvation teachings, but with the entire evangelical and protestant movts salvation 
teachings as well. Each of these groups trace their roots back to Luther and the 
Doctrine of Justification by Faith, a teaching in which we are taught to trust in a feeling 
for our salvation. If our feelings are the basis for our salvation then we better all let the 
barking begin.  


To put it all into a single condensed thought I would simply say that Luther’s teachings 
on salvation led to the doctrine of initial evidence. Luther knew he was saved because 
he experienced a moment in which he comprehended, and understood salvation. 
 Wesley knew that God had worked in his heart, because he experienced a moment 
where he perceived that he trusted in Christ, and felt an assurance was given to him. 
 In like manner the Charismatic movt teaches that the evidence of the holy spirit is an 
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intense experience of feeling such speaking in tongues or being slain in the spirit. 


Before Wesley passed away he recognized that he taught a misleading salvation 
message, one in which  feelings rather than works are the basis for salvation. Luther 
taught that a man is justified by faith w/o works. Nearly three hundred years later when 
Wesley came onto the scene he saw the "fall-out" of Luther's teaching on Justification 
by Faith. When Wesley came on the scene he recognized that there was a lack of 
holiness in the churches, and spent his whole life combating this.


The problem is that Wesley (in order to fix Luther's teachings) simply tried to add an 
additional experience to Luther's justification by faith. It took Wesley nearly his entire 
life to recognize that it didn't work - before he died he recognized that the problem 
wasn't simply a lack of holiness, it was the very gospel he was preaching. Wesley 
recognized the message of justification by faith was why people were not living holy - 
because they were trusting in a single experience - a single moment as the basis for 
their salvation.  


I think Wesley sums it up as clear as you can make it, and I don't know if I can add 
anything to what he says in the excerpt mentioned above. Even so, there is one 
commenht I would like to bring up. Wesley says that "salvation is not by the merit of 
works, but by works as a condition." 


What does he mean by this - not by the merit of works but conditioned upon works? Is 
this to say that Wesley believed salvation is conditioned upon our works/obedience 
before it can be received? How else are we to understand him? Doesn't this line up 
with 1 john 1 5.-7 "If we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellowship with 
one another and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us form all sins." and a hundred 
other scriptures just like it?


It's amazing, Wesley actually reformed his message before he died; from a message in 
which he taught people to receive justification (get saved) and then walk in obedience, 
to a message in which he taught one must obey before he has salvation. Perhaps 
Wesley recognized that the first message, the message of justification by faith alone 
deceived people. Think about it... Why should I live a holy life if I've already been 
saved. If I'm already saved then holiness, and obedience is just an extra-curricular 
activity. When Wesley saw that this didn't work he must have realized salvation is 
conditioned upon mans obediant response to God. 


Although Wesley didnt come to these conclusions until his old age, it did seem he 
taught a message of holiness throughout his ministry, and surely this was light to the 
sincere. However because he taught the holiness message coupled with Luther's 
message this militated against what he was trying to get across and left a big grey area 
that someone who were not sincere could exploit and hide in. And isn't this exactly 
what the Anabaptists were fighting aginst in their day?


The sad thing about all of this, is that by the time Wesley saw his teachings were diong 
they had already done their damage. And by the time the Great Awakening rolled 
around his teachings (which he had withdrawn from) rooted themselves into 
Evangelical theology, and in 1909 they were carried into the Pentecostal movt providig 
the ground work for the doctrine of initial evidence. And wit this doctrine the most 
deceptive assertion of salvation is made - that you have to speak in tongues, you must 
be saved, and It dosen't matter if you're a fornicator, adulterer or drunkard, because if 
you speak in tongues you must have the holy spirit! What could be more deceptive? 
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Mutter some jibber jabber in church on sunday and your a Chistian...(Read Acts 5.32)


The Pentecostal teaching of initial evidence is really nothing more than an exaggerated 
form of what most evangelicals and protestants salvation message, trusting in an 
experience where you have "faith". What could be more deceptive? (Read John 14). I 
thank Brother Wesley for making these issues to clear, let us take heed to our doctrine 
as he has admonished us.                                                         
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